


G ary Rochman reached for the stars while designing a complex addition to a mid- 
century home off of Pontiac Trail. 

Owner Kathryn Clark is a NASA scientist. Her hushand, a physician a t  the 
University of Michigan, shares her passion for stargazing. 

So while the couple wanted more space and increascd drama in their 1950s ranch, 
they also had one specific goal for Rochman: The pair wanted to see expanses of 
nighttime sky. 

One interior solution was to huild a skylight over the bed- a t  the center point, giv- 
ing each owner an equal view - so  that stargaxingcould be woven into their nighttime 
routines. 

And outside sits a unique and unexpected feature that brings them even closer to 
their celestial hohhy: A rooftop declr for wide-open views of the heavens. 

The perch, large enough for both a small crowd and a telescope, is the result of 
Rochman turning what Clark calls "a wild idea" into something that truly personal- 
izes their home. 

The end result is a complex series of changes over a full year that retained the 
house's basic ranch appearance from tlie street, just off Broadway, hut created a dra- 
matic presence both inside and looking over the heavily treed backyard. 

Rochman raised the roof, adding height and visual interest from the exposed wood 
trusscs. It was part of the plan, hut ended up feeling like a bonus to Clark. 

"I didn't understand how open it would make the room feel," she said. 

B cyond their interest in stars, the couple also values natural daylight, which wash- 
cs over the interior space thanks to many of the remodeling touches. 

A rihhon of clerestory windows runs across the front of the house under the 
newly raised roof. The addition adds windows a t  every turn and multiple angles, bridg- 
ing the indoor space with the outdoor, wrap-around decking. The master bedroom has 
an open-air connection to the living room, letting light and sound travel a s  in a loft. 
And a two-sided fireplace in thc master bedroom sends a warm glow hetween the 
sleeping area and the hot tub portion of the declr. 

The interior addition extended along the back of the house a t  a variety of angles, 
adding a dining area to the living room and letting Rochman reconfigure the master 
bedroom for more closet space and additional windows. 

But the size needcd to be controlled to keep the scale of tlie house, which Rocli- 
nian helped the couple balance. "If we had extended more, it would have been like a 
bowling alley," Clark said. 

T he  addition used for dining space "became homey," Clarli said. "It's warm because 
(Rochman) was clever enough to wrap around the deck." 

But even that required complex planning, since to extend the house and the deck, 
Rochnian first had to huild a retaining wall to turn a steep slope into horizontal yarcl. 

The lower level of the house gained some space, too, along with a new laundry area 
- with a connection to the upstairs - and storage room. 

"For all of the beauty in this house, the laundry chute is my favorite thing," Clark 
says, laughing. 

But most of the drama in the house is upstairs, the result of weekly meetings be- 
tween the homeowners and Rochman a s  decisions and progress were made and slight 
changes had to take place. One example: plans for a Trex deck were scrapped after 
they decided that the wood floors inside wouldn't flow with a composite deck. 

The couple clearly love their house: "I have very little feeling for what it used tn 
he," Clark said. W 
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